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Cycle Seahaven 

5th Annual General Meeting 
Shakespeare Hall 
7th February 2014 

Campaign Report 
2013 was a great year for Cycle Seahaven campaigns, and our tireless efforts have been paying 

off. We continue to attend consultations and receive planning notices for the Seahaven area. As 

part of Cycle East Sussex we regularly meet other cycle clubs to review strategy and share 

experiences and ideas. We have extensive contacts with local councils and authorities, and we 

regularly post findings, updates and requests for ideas & feedback on our website. 

2014 is shaping up to be another good year with plenty of cycling provision in the works. 

 

Exceat Hill 

Exceat Hill has seen two members hit by cars on the climb into Seaford and Cycle Seahaven have 

been pushing for an alternative since 2009. At the end of November SUSTRANS were finally able 

to get agreement from both landowners that cyclists would be formally allowed to use the 

footpath from the Golden Galleon to Chyngton lane (opp. Willow Drive). New drainage 

measures, new gates and new signs have all been installed, but the route is really only suitable 

for knobbly tyres. This agreement isn’t a public right of way for cyclists, but after things have 

settled down in 2014 and we can prove it’s a valuable asset, Cycle Seahaven will be on the case 

to make this route suitable for road bikes. 

 

Bishopstone Rail Bridge 

This desperately needed improvement has also been on our action list since we started 

campaigning The widening of the footpath and inclusion of shared access under Bishopstone 

Bridge is a very welcome change to the old path. There is now a continuous off-road cycleway 

from Newhaven Town rail station to the bottom of Edinburgh Road, Seaford. A great route for 

families. 

 

Seaford Promenade 

Thanks to the Cycle Seahaven members who gave up their time to conduct the survey of prom 

usage; we fulfilled the requirements for East Sussex County Council’s (ESCC) preliminary 

investigation. We now wait for confirmation from ESCC that a trial to allow cycling on Seaford 

Prom between the Martello Tower and Edinburgh Road will commence this Easter. We should 

hear the conclusion around mid-Feb. Another one of our high priorities that’s seeing things 

shape up in 2014. 
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A259, Newhaven to Peacehaven 

A fairly recent addition to our campaign. Our proposal to fill in the gap between the subsidence 

barrier and the pavement, thus creating a wide cycle way, was favourably received by ESCC. 

Consultation ended in Dec 2013 and we eagerly await the outcome. 

 

Newhaven to Lewes 

A difficult aim to get a bridleway and cycleway from Newhaven to Lewes along the banks of the 

Ouse. The Ouse Valley Cycle Network project, with representatives from the village parishes en-

route, have now taken on this mammoth task. The Kingston to Lewes section has been done and 

work on the Southease to Rodmell section should be underway mid-January. ESCC have 

indicated strong support with a backing of £660,000, but the usual complexities of such projects 

mean we can’t count on getting the funding until it actually happens. This will be a stunning 

facility for all cyclists, and Cycle Seahaven have been proud to support OVCN during 2013. 

 

Scope for 2014 

1) Consultation for Newhaven and Peacehaven cycle routes was started in December. Plenty of 

additional routes are planned, but mostly achieved with road signs. Some of the proposals 

seem a little ill-thought, and we are happy to pass on ideas from our members for better 

routes. We will continue to push for shared paths and safer routes, rather than paint, 

signposts & leaflets. 

2) Newhaven has a largely abandoned pump and jump track off Fort Road. We are in discussion 

with Lewes District Council to see what can be done to revitalise this facility. 

3) The Big Parks Project (Peacehaven) had fantastic support from cyclists. A 1km long and 3m 

wide track will be installed this year. Along with a café (with a cosy wood/pellet burner), this 

is certainly a venue to look forward to. 

4) With most of our campaign list seeing results it’s time to widen our scope. Ideas from the 

membership will be sought at out 5th AGM. 

Details of ongoing campaigns can be seen on our News pages, and a summary is frequently updated 

at http://cycleseahaven.org.uk/campaigns/ 

 

Andy Lock & Eddie Collict 

8th January 2014 

http://cycleseahaven.org.uk/campaigns/

