
Dr Bike 

Well what can I say that has not already been said about the pandemic. 
  
We started Dr Bike in March 2020 at Seaford police station, this site was always a very 
restricted place to hold a Dr Bike session from. So Dave Sutton and myself approached 
Tansley's Printers of Broad Street to work from there and Dan was more than happy for this 
to happen.  
  
Then the first lockdown came into force and we as a club and Dr Bike had no choice but to 
stop activities, but this did not stop us from working and planning in the background.  
  
Once we knew what we were allowed to do and the government controls that were in place 
the Dr Bike leads consisting of myself, Charlie Island, Dave Sutton and Jamie Simmons set 
about plans to restart the much needed bike maintenance sessions once more.  
  
Dave Sutton started working on a Covid risk assessment plan that would allow us to restart 
Dr Bike where all our volunteers could work in a safe and controlled environment. After a few 
socially distanced meetings with the Dr Bike Leads we met up in Peacehaven and pegged 
out a working area that we felt would work for Dr Bike. By this time we had 8 sessions 
cancelled so we set a restart date and resumed Dr Bike in July 2020 at Peacehaven. This 
session worked well but we did need to bring in some controls due to the numbers wanting 
to help and the numbers we were allowed under the new government restrictions that were 
in place.  
  
It was decided that Tansley's Yard was too small an area to work from so we needed to find 
an alternative site in Seaford quickly and after a conversation with Nicola, who runs the big 
park cafe in Peacehaven, saying that she had just taken on the Salts cafe in Seaford, our 
new site was found and after agreement from the council the Salts is our new Seaford site. 
The Salts has turned out to be a great safe site to work from but we didn't rest there. I was 
on the lookout for a new site in Newhaven to add to the Dr Bike calendar. 
  
And once again once phone calls were made to the council things started to move quickly 
and the next thing Dave Sutton and myself were in a meeting at Paradise Park with the 
directors and management along with Ken Dry, Newhaven councillor, and once the meeting 
was over we had our new site in Newhaven. The support shown to Dr Bike and the in-house 
advertising done by Paradise Park has been exceptional and we hope to have a long and 
happy relationship with them.  
  
In 2020 Dr Bike fixed 120 bikes, raised just under £1000 for the club charity and secured a 
£500 grant from the police property fund. The club purchased a contactless card reader for 
donations due to the lack of cash being used. The Dr Bike team was well aware of the 
personal financial situation some of our customers might be going through so we did not 
press for donations. 
  
At this point I want to send out a huge thank you to the Dr Bike Leads and all the Dr Bike 
volunteers  (to many to list here but you know who you are) that turn up on Saturday 
mornings to give their time to help their communities and promote the club. You all should be 
very proud of the contribution you have made to Dr Bike and your club in 2020 and the 
support you have given to other club members that may have been struggling during these 
unprecedented times and for keeping key workers bikes in a safe road worthy condition. I 
look forward to working with you all again once restrictions allow.  
  
Lee Turner 
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